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Tahuya River Bridge Nearly Finished
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Construction workers from Quigg Bros. put the finishing 
touches on the bridge-decking ofthe Tahuya River Bridge. 
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By JEAN BRAY 
,FOR NORTH MASON LIFE 

The new Tahuya River 
Bridge along the Belfair-Ta­
huya road will open to two­
lane traffic in December. 

Construction on the 
bridge started in August 
and is financed largely with 
federal highway Eldminis­
trationfunds (about 80 per­
cent of the total amount) 
with Mason County pay­
ing the rest. The total cost 
is about $1.2 million. 

Stormy weather in De­
cember 2007 swept the old 
bridge away when flooding 
debris piled up after more 
than 12 inches of snow fell, 
followed by 12 inches of 
rain, creating· destruction 
along the Tahuya penin­
sula. 

The bridge washed out 
in the morning of Dec. 3, 
cutting off the area where 
approximately 1, 500 peo­
ple reside: Residents had 
to detour over the Black­
smith-Tahuya _Road, a 
one-lane road filled with 
pot holes. 

A temporary bridge was 
put in. place after about 
three weeks. The bridge 
has three-way traffic, feed­
ing in from each side and 
stopping was voluntary, 
which led to traffic back­
ups. Stop signs were lat­
er installed and eventually 
the Washington State De­
partment of Transporta­
tion installed ·traffic lights 
over the one-lane tempo­
rary bridge. 

Construction started 
with a row of steel piling 
on either side. Reinforced 
concrete walls were built 
on the top of the pilings 
to support the bridge. On 
top of the reinforced con­
crete walls, four prefab­
ricated concrete girders 
were placed to span the 
river. Concrete forms were 
placed between the spans 
to form between the gird­
ers. Then, multiple layers 
of close-knit steel reinforc­
ing rods were placed on 
top of the bridge deck to 
form up the curbs and fu­
ture guardrails. 

Aberdeen-based gener­
al contractor Quigg Bros., 
specializing in bridges, 

has been working on the 
project since August. 

A few weeks ago, the 
workers set everything in 
place prior to the pour­
ing of the bridge deck two 
weeks ago. On Nov. 4, con­
crete was poured onto the 
rebar and concrete forms. 
According to Don Pogre­
ba, of Pogreba and As­
sociates, the bridge proj­
ect inspector for Ma­
son County, 150 yards of 
concrete, weighing more 
than 600,000 pounds, was 
poured into place. On the 
day of the pour, Materials 
Testing and Consulting 
tested the concr~te. 

Peter Ewen of Quigg 
Bros. said the weight of the 
rebar that has gone into 
construction is more than 
320,000 pounds. 

According to Bret Mill­
er, construction engineer 
for Mason County, after all 
the work is done and the 
new bridge is in use, work­
men will still be putting the 
finishing touches on the 
bridge. Miller said, "Quigg 
Bros. has been fantastic to 
work with. They're consci­
entious. They have a yard in 
the Olympia area, to prefab­
ricate some of their work." 

A Bid-Well concrete sur­
facing machine was used 
to level the bridge surface 
manned by a crew from 
Quigg Bros. who worked 
to complete the finishing 
process and add a seal­
er. According to Pogreba, 
the bridge will cure for 14 
days. While that is occur­
ring, work will continue on 
forming and constructing 
curbing and safety railing 
for the bridge. 

"We take great care in 
keeping all' the dirt and 
concrete out of the river," 
Pogreba said. 

PHOTO BY DAVID HAUGEN 
FOR NORTH MASON LIFE 

The old bridge across the 
.Tahuya River on the Bel­
fair-Tahuya Road was 
washed out in a flood in 
December 200Z 

After the bridge is open, 
the temporary bridge will 
be removed along with the 
traffic control devices. 




